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Letter from Birmingham is an open letter that was written by Dr. Martin Luther King Junior while in a jail situated in Birmingham, Alabama State hence the title of the letter. Dr. Martin Luther wrote this letter to respond to the concerns by raised by a section of eight white religious leaders in a press statement. In the public address these religious leaders also blamed and warned Dr. Martin Luther for leading a violent action against the Government despite him being a religious leader. In his Letter, Dr. King argues that everyone no matter their position in the society has a responsibility to keep the leaders in check. 
Dr. Martin Luther King was both a political and a religious leader. As a political leader, he led the black Americans to fight for their rights as American citizens and fight against injustices committed against them by the White populace. For this reason, he was charged with two responsibilities. Spreading the Gospel of Christ and leading the blacks in fighting for their rights. In fighting for the Negros rights Martin Luther Jnr and the other Black American leaders chosen a non-violent approach to air their grievances. Before they settled for peaceful demonstrations, they	 had tried to negotiate with the White leaders for a long time to no avail. After every meeting between the leaders of the two rifts, the white leaders would promise to grand the demands made by the Black American leaders. It is the long delay that motivated the African American leaders to lead the rest of the black Americans to the streets to peacefully demonstrate and air their grievances that the white leaders had given deaf ears for quite some time. Leading fellow blacks in a peaceful demonstration earned Martin Luther King a ticket to Birmingham jail. While in prison, Dr. Martin Luther King Junior got the air of a public statement made a section of white religious leaders who termed the course of action he and the rest of the Negros had taken as violent (King Jr, 1964).
In his response letter, Dr. Martin Luther King Junior expresses a very high-level self- control given the circumstances surrounding his arrest. Besides the day to day challenges that he and the other Black Americans faced, such as segregation and mistreatment by the white authorities, a section religious leaders issued a statement complaining about his actions. These religious leaders complained that Dr. Martin Luther had led his brothers in violent activities and that their actions were poorly timed. Despite the religious leaders' insensitivity expressed in their letter to Dr. Martin Luther, Luther Junior chose to restrain his negative feelings and responded objectively. Martin Luther Junior aimed to lay bare the challenges that the Black Americans were facing amid the wealthy white Americans. The readers of his letter can feel the pain the blacks were enduring while going through the message (King Jr, 1964).
Dr. Martin Luther Junior was in jail for leading the African Americans of the southern states in a peaceful demonstration that sought to correct how the Whites treated the Black Americans. As per King Jr, (1964), the main grievances that the blacks had were racism, segregation, injustices against innocent Negros, and unfair white moderators. In his response letter to the biased religious leaders, Martin Luther Junior gives a detailed account of the issues of racism, justice, and moderation. 
On the subject of race, the Birmingham letter reveals that there was an evident rift between the White Americans and the Black Americans (King Jr, 1964). The Whites had segregated the Black Americans by establishing Blacks and whites zones. The blacks were not expected to be spotted in the zones marked "Whites only." These kinds of signs were dehumanizing as they made the Black Americans feel worthless in their country of birth. During this period, America was one country inhabited by different races where great rift existed between the various breeds. Some of the two races that antagonized were the white American and American Negros. The division between these two races was so wide that the members of each race would not coexist in harmony with members of the other race. For that reason, there used to be shopping centers, hotels, and resting parks for each race. The white Americans considered themselves superior to the American Negros. 
When it came to issues of justice and obedience to the law, the whites, especially those in authority, mistreated the black Americans a great deal. The whites were free to break some rules. Such a phenomenon forced Martin Luther Junior to come up with two categories of laws, just and unjust laws. Moderation was always done by the whites who were always biased against blacks. For instance, the peaceful demonstration that Dr. Martin Luther led was labeled extremely violent hence was sent to jail (King Jr, 1964).
Proper use of language is mandatory for all leaders. Martin Luther happens to be a skilled orator and writer. In his open letter, Luther Junior makes use of various styles, and one of the main techniques he used is Allusion(King Jr, 1964). Throughout his letter, Martin Luther Junior made an indirect reference to famous persons and their actions to emphasize the message he intended to pass. 
To stress on how he will continue spreading the message of freedom, Dr. Martin Luther alludes to prophets and apostles of the bible who were used by God to spread the gospel throughout the world. Just like the prophets used to preach the gospel away from home, Martin Luther Junior was ready to spread the message of freedom in and away from his home State (King Jr, 1964). 
To emphasize the issue of just and unjust laws, Luther Junior indirectly refers to famous people in the bible and also from history. He states that people should not adhere to unfair laws because they lack a moral basis, and disobeying them has no consequences. For example, the three men of God, Abednego, Meshach, and Shadrach, did not suffer any harm for violating the king's unjust law. Hitler winning against the other nations does not mean his actions were right, and that is why he died by the sword as he had caused a lot of bloodsheds (King Jr, 1964).
To point at the courage demonstrated by the Negros who went demonstrating on the streets, Luther junior alludes to the courageous James Meredith (King Jr, 1964). Martin Luther compares those blacks to James Meredith because they risked their lives to step on the streets where they could meet different kinds of mistreatments, both physical and emotional.
To adequately respond to the issues raised by the religious leaders in their press statement, Martin Luther decided to write them a lengthy letter. The purpose of the length was to touch on every issue that surrounded his arrest. To make the message crystal clear, Martin Luther King quoted Socrates in several instances. 
To explain the logic of his actions together with the rest of the American Negros who took part in the peaceful parading in the streets, Luther King Junior makes references to Socrates' philosophical arguments. Luther Junior terms the religious leaders' argument illogical since they associated a peaceful demonstration of violence. They were hipping all the blame to the person who has been robbed of freedom instead of going after the "robber." This amounted to double victimization of the black Americans who were fighting for freedom that had been taken away by the Whites. Martin's message is that the White religious leaders were supposed to question the action of their fellow whites and not those of the blacks. To his message home, Martin Luther compares the action of the eight white clergymen to other illogical examples like blaming the philosopher Socrates for his resolute commitment to the philosophy and to the truth as having forced him drinking the poisonous hemlock. Luther's message here is that members of the society should always punish the robber or the wrongdoer and save the robbed or the victim (King Jr, 1964). 
The courts and the justice system dispensed just forced Martin Luther King to come up with two distinct types of law. These are just laws and unjust laws. The idea of the two kinds of law was conceived by the discriminatory application of the law. The whites tended to obey some rules and disobeyed some others, and there would be no consequences for them. The same population of the whites would complain that the black Americans were fond of breaking all the rules, and that is why Martin Luther King Junior was in jail (King Jr, 1964).
As King Jr, (1964) records, there are various criteria for determining whether a law is just or unjust. A just law is one formulated by the human mind and is in line with God's expectations. An unjust law, on the other, does not align itself with what is morally right before the eyes of God. Unjust law tends to degrade one's personality while just law supports and works towards boosting character. 
A second example used to distinguish between the two is that a just law is that the majority of a given population of people advises the minority to adhere to, and the majority also adheres to the same rule. The unjust law, on the other hand, is the one that the majority forces the minority to follow and does not govern the majority (King Jr, 1964).
In conclusion, therefore, Martin Luther King Claims that everyone has a right to question the actions of all leaders especially those holding elective positions. It was the responsibility of these leaders to ensure that all the citizens are living a comfortable life. The leaders in this era fell short of this expectation as there was rampant racism and mistreatment of the Black Americans. Meetings had been held to present the Negros grievances but no action was taken to this effect hence the peaceful demonstrations by the same populace. 
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